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A Quick Glance at Manufacturing in the St. Louis Metropolitan Statistical Area from 2007 to 2011
The St. Louis MSA has historically had a high degree of manufacturing businesses
and employment. Today, manufacturing is still a significant portion of the St.
Louis MSA’s economy due to the amount of jobs it provides. By looking at
business patterns provided by the U.S. Census Bureau, recent trends can be
analyzed and some possible takeaways can be realized.
Changes in Paid Employees:
The most current estimates on business patterns for manufacturing show that
in 2011 the St. Louis MSA had 2,671 establishments with a combined total of
98,811 paid employees.
•
•
•
•

The amount of paid employees fell by 24.13% or 31,423 paid employees from 2007 to 2011.
The most significant drop in paid employees in manufacturing from 2007 to 2011 was between 2008 and 2009, when it dropped 14.38%. This
steep drop might be explained by the economic recession that occurred during that time period.
Manufacturing paid employees dropped significantly from 2009
to 2010 as well, when it dropped by 8.41%. Again, this steep drop
might display the continued negative effects of the recession.
After two significant drops, manufacturing showed signs of recovery
from 2010 to 2011 when it increased by 2.16%.

Changes in Manufacturing Establishments
• The amount of manufacturing establishments fell by 10.3% or 307
establishments from 2007 to 2011.
• The most significant drop in manufacturing establishments from
2007 to 2011 was between 2008 and 2009, when it dropped 4.87%.
• The smallest drop in manufacturing establishments from 2007 to 2011 was between 2010 and 2011, when it fell by .96%.

Changes in Size of Manufacturing Establishments
• The amount of manufacturing establishments with 1000 or more employees dropped by 33.33% from 2007 to 2011. This might indicate that large
manufacturing plants have either downsized or gone out of business.
• The amount of manufacturing establishments with 5 to 9 employees remained nearly constant from 2007 to 2011.
• Even though both small and large manufacturing establishments have decreased from 2007 to 2011, it appears that smaller manufacturing establishments have not decreased as much as larger manufacturing establishments. This might indicate that larger manufacturing establishments are downsizing. It might also indicate that smaller manufacturing establishments are not as likely to go out of business.
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